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Welcome to the Red Lion Community Group Newsletter

*** SEPTEMBER 2024 UPDATE ***

Since our last Newsletter...

On 24 April 2024 the Conservation Officer issued his report supporting the planning
application for the Red Lion. We felt the report was of such poor quality, with little evidence of
research, that we commissioned our own Heritage Assessment. A far more comprehensive
and professional document, we submitted this to MMBC Planning, together with a strongly
worded objection to the Conservation Officer's comments regarding fund raising and change
of use of the Red Lion.

Suspecting little on-site research had been done by the Conservation Officer, we raised a
Freedom of Information request on the matter. The answer was not useful, offering no
evidence that the Conservation Officer had carried out a comprehensive study of the site.

We were notified of a Planning Re-consultation on 21 May where revised plans had been
submitted. Again, we responded with major objections and made points that the plans actually
went against MMBC’s own Design of Development Supplementary Planning Document (SPD),
adopted February 2022.

In June, Stathern Community Benefit Society held the second Annual Members Meeting. A
member asked if it was difficult maintaining the interest and support of the local community.
The committee recognise that some in the village are losing faith, as the building deteriorates
and so much time as passed. The committee take a far more positive view. It is not unknown
for community pubs to take 10 years to come to a successful outcome. The Black Horse at
Grimston is an example of a drawn-out campaign. The state of the building is a concern, but
as a registered Community Benefit Society, we have access to various sources of government
and social funding that are not open to private individuals or business. The committee remain
undeterred and as committed as ever to see the project through to the successful return of the
Red Lion to the community.

Recent elections returned a new MP for Melton and Syston. The Rt. Hon Edward Argar MP.
As we’d previously hosted a visit from our previous MP, Alicia Kearns, and gained her support,




we have contacted Edward Argar to make him aware of our project and invited him to site to
meet our group.

Another change of personnel is the MMBC planning officer. We had a good relationship with
the previous two planning officers, and seek to maintain this with the new incumbent. We have
contacted the new planning officer to make him aware of our journey so far, and to invite him
to site to meet our group and gain a first-hand view of the importance of the Red Lion to
Stathern.

We continue to keep our local councillor, Clir Simon Orson, abreast of our activities and had a
recent meeting in August.

What Next?

We await the outcome of a planning decision on the current planning application. MMBC
Planning are working through their process with the application, but no date for the application
to be heard has been announced. Our next steps depend on the planning decision.

We look forward to a positive response to our requests for a visit by our MP and the local
planning officer.

We meet each month, ready to respond to any event, and to consider any next steps available
to us.

The latest information can be found on our website at:

www.savetheredlionstathern.com

We do apologise if we have sent you this newsletter in error.

If you would rather not receive news from us, please email
redlioncommunitygroup@gmail.com.

To ensure our emails reach your inbox, add redlioncommunitygroup@gmail.com to your
address book.

If you liked the content of this email, send it to a friend.

Visit our website at www.savetheredlionstathern.com

Stathern Community Benefit Society Limited. Registration number 8751.
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