
   

Welcome to the Red Lion Community Group Newsletter 

 

*** APRIL 2024 UPDATE *** 
 

Since our last Newsletter… 

It’s been quiet of late, but The Save the Red Lion Group is still here, remaining active, and 

holding regular monthly meetings. 

 

In December 2023 a third planning application for the Red Lion was submitted. The Save 

the Red Lion Group (under the umbrella of Stathern Community Benefit Society) 

responded with a comprehensive objection, countering all the points in the application that 

argued the Red Lion could not be a viable going concern. We also pointed out many areas 

in the application where development of the site contravened planning rules. 

 

In addition, we urged our supporters to submit comments to the planning application, and 

the result was tremendous. 102 objections to the planning application were submitted - 

more than those for the previous two planning applications.  Clearly, the feeling among our 

community to save the Red Lion is still intense. 

 

The Parish Council application to re-new the Asset of Community Value status on the Red 

Lion was successful. We like to think our supporting correspondence to Melton Borough 

Council helped in a little way. 

 

We’ve kept our local councillors and our local MP informed of our activities and have 

recently had meetings with Melton Borough Council to make them aware of our presence 

and raise our profile. 

 
 

  

The Black Horse, Grimston – A Success Story 
  

 

Congratulations to the Black Horse Community Group. 

They’ve successfully fought controversial plans to 

develop the local pub, and claims that the pub was an 

unviable business. 
 

  



The Black Horse closed in January 2020, but after three turbulent years the Black Horse 

Community Group was eventually able to reach an amicable agreement with the owners 

to buy the pub in May 2023. The doors opened in February 2024. Please visit for a drink 

or a meal, and see what a determined Community Group can achieve. 

 

Members of the Red Lion Group met with the Chairman of the Black Horse Community 

Group (at the Black Horse, and it’s thoroughly worth a visit). We were able to compare the 

similarities between our projects, and take away several helpful pointers from their 

experience. 

 

The Save the Red Lion Group has seen several examples where pubs, after being closed 

for a number of years, even up to ten years, have been re-opened by local Community 

Groups. Such examples give us confidence and spur our resolve to be equally successful 

with the Red Lion. 

 
 

  

We need your help 

 

The Save the Red Lion Group, as a voluntary group, cannot continue with its mission to 

secure the Red Lion without your generous support. All of our funding relies on people like 

you, supporters of the Red Lion, donating a few pounds when you can. 

Please consider making a donation to the Save the Red Lion Group. Your contribution 

allows you to take pride in helping save and improve this great local asset for our, and 

future generations. 

 

Where do your donations go? We need financial support to meet ongoing costs to 

maintain the website and emails; membership fees for the Plunket Foundation, which 

gives us access to a wealth of information about available grants and other statutory 

guidance; and potential future costs for a revised valuation of the property; and set up 

costs for a renewed share option scheme. 

 

Donations can be made via BACS to: 

Red Lion Community Group; 

Sort Code: 54-21-47 

Account Number: 37081179 
  

 
 
  

 

 



What Next? 

We await the outcome of a planning decision on the current planning application. Planning 

is working through their process with the application, but no date for the application to be 

heard has been announced. Our next steps depend on the planning decision. 

 

Patience is our greatest virtue. There are examples of Community Pubs taking 10 years to 

come to an eventual, successful, outcome in favour of the community. We’re prepared to 

stay the course for an equally long haul. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

We do apologise if we have sent you this newsletter in error. 

If you would rather not receive news from us, please email 

redlioncommunitygroup@gmail.com. 
  

To ensure our emails reach your inbox, add redlioncommunitygroup@gmail.com to 

your address book. 

If you liked the content of this email, send it to a friend. 

Visit our website at www.savetheredlionstathern.com 

Stathern Community Benefit Society Limited. Registration number 8751. 

Registered address: Mill House, Church Lane, Stathern, Melton Mowbray, LE14 4HB 
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