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Welcome to the Red Lion Community Group Newsletter

*** MAY 2026 ***
Planning Appeal Decision

On 29 April 2026 the Planning Inspector published his decision to ‘Dismiss’ the appeal.

The key reasons for dismissal are summarised here:
¢ Harm to conservation area
o Design described as “confusing” and incongruous
o Didn’t reflect local character (e.g. modern dormers, mixed styles)
Negative impact on heritage assets
o Harm to setting of Church of St Guthlac (Grade II*)
o Harm to Old Rectory (Grade II)
o Failed to preserve character of the conservation area
Design was the main issue (not the principle of development)
o Layout and some elements acceptable
o But overall appearance failed to fit context
Public benefits not strong enough
o Housing + economic benefits = moderate
o Not enough to outweigh heritage harm
Conflict with policy
o Contrary to local plan + neighbourhood plan
o Fails national policy on conserving heritage
Important context:
¢  No issue with highway safety
¢ V Housing mix acceptable

e X Decision turned mainly on design + heritage impact

Our group's activities since the last newsletter
Activities have centred around preparation for the appeal hearing:

e We supported actions of the Parish Council and sent our own requests to the
Melton Planning Enforcement Officer to require the owners of the Red Lion to
maintain the building and car park in good order. We felt the Officer was less than
supportive.

e In October 2025 we received notice of the applicant’s intention to appeal Melton
Planning’s decision to refuse planning permission. We sought confirmation that the
entire body of documents, emails, and comments we had submitted to Melton



Planning would be made available to the Planning Inspector. We received that
assurance.

e Despite the Council’s assurances we submitted various documents directly to the
Planning Inspectorate.

e Having seen a draft Statement of Common Ground (between Melton Planning and
the appellant), there were areas where we strongly disagreed. We submitted our
concerns to Melton Planning. Their response was that it was not something the
Council could amend based on third party input.

e In February 2026 we received notice of the date of the appeal hearing, later
revised to 25 March 2026

¢ Previously we had commissioned our own Heritage Impact Assessment, in
response to the poor report issued by the MBC Planning Officer. To support our
case at the appeal hearing we again engaged the services of the specialist in
heritage building and conservation who authored our report.

¢ We attended the appeal hearing on 25 March 2026 alongside the Parish Council
and representation on behalf of another third party. With the significant input from
our heritage expert, we spoke in support of the decision to refuse planning
permission.

e On 29 April 2026 the Planning Inspectorate’s decision to dismiss the appeal was
published.

What Next?

The Planning Inspector’s full decision leaves the door open for the owner of the Red Lion
to submit alternative development plans.

Our group remains as committed as ever to recover the Red Lion for the benefit of
Stathern and surrounding communities. We continue to seek an opportunity to purchase
the Red Lion as a community owned asset. We believe as strongly as ever in our
business plan and our combined ability to turn the Red Lion to a viable business.

Meanwhile, we’ll continue to encourage Melton Planning Enforcement Officer to use the
powers at his disposal to ensure the owners maintain the property to an appropriate
standard.

We'll be at the Annual Parish Council village meeting on Friday 15th May, 6.00 to 8.00pm
for the informal gathering. Please pop in if you have any questions. Cakes and drinks are
provided.



We do apologise if we have sent you this newsletter in error.
If you would rather not receive news from us, please email
redlioncommunitygroup@gmail.com.

To ensure our emails reach your inbox, add redlioncommunitygroup@gmail.com to
your address book.

If you liked the content of this email, send it to a friend.

Visit our website at www.savetheredlionstathern.com
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