
 

 
 

Welcome to the Red Lion Community Group Newsletter 
  

*** OCTOBER 2023 UPDATE *** 
It’s been a while since we sent out an update, but we’re still here. So what are we up to? 
Things have been completely quiet since we last reported in October 2022 that there was no 
active planning application in regard to the Red Lion. That still remains the case. There is not 
currently a planning application with the Melton Borough Council to develop the Red Lion. 
Equally, the Red Lion is still not on the market for sale.  
 
While there has been no visible movement on the property, the Save the Red Lion Group has 
remained watchful, and poised to respond to any change in the situation. We’ve continued to 
be active over the last year, meeting on a regular monthly basis. New members are always 
welcome to join us. 
 
The Stathern Community Benefit Society (SCBS) has completed all of the regulatory 
administration procedures, required by the Financial Control Authority (FCA) and their very 
first Annual Members Meeting was held in April. Draft minutes from the meeting are available 
on the website. 
 
At this year’s open Parish Council meeting we presented a display of our activities and goals. 
It was encouraging the amount of interest this attracted, which may convert into material 
support in the future. 
 
We’ve been in touch with Melton Borough Council (MBC) about the deteriorating condition of 
the Red Lion, and requiring the owner to maintain the property in good order. Sadly, we didn’t 
get the supportive response we’d hoped for from MBC. 
 
When the Red Lion first closed and planning applications were anticipated, the Parish Council 
applied for, and succeeded in having the Red Lion, together with its car park, designated as an 
Asset of Community Value (ACV). This was only valid for three years and expired in May 
2023. The Parish Council (PC) have re-applied for the ACV to be renewed for a further three 
years. The Save the Red Lion Group/Stathern Community Benefit Society, submitted a robust 
argument to the Planning Council, supporting the PC’s re-application. Additionally, we have 
contacted our local councillors, seeking their support. At the same time, we have regularly kept 
our local MP, Alicia Kearns, updated with our activities. 

 

 

What Next? 

We’ll continue to make our case to Melton Borough Planning that the Red Lion, and its car 

park, should remain Assets of Community value and that the Red Lion can once more be a 

successful business. 



We’re alert to any submission of a planning application, and are ready to respond quickly to 

whatever emerges as the next stage of this story. Although, there is little we can do to secure 

the property while the owner refrains from marketing the property. 

We await the decision of Melton Planning on the application for a continued ACV. 

Patience is our greatest virtue. There are examples of Community Pubs taking 10 years to 

come to an eventual, successful, outcome in favour of the community. We’re prepared to stay 

the course for an equally long haul. 

 

 

 

The latest information can be found on our website at: 
 

www.savetheredlionstathern.com 

 

We do apologise if we have sent you this newsletter in error. 

If you would rather not receive news from us, please email 

redlioncommunitygroup@gmail.com. 
 

To ensure our emails reach your inbox, add redlioncommunitygroup@gmail.com to your 

address book. 

If you liked the content of this email, send it to a friend. 

Visit our website at www.savetheredlionstathern.com 

Stathern Community Benefit Society Limited. Registration number 8751. 
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